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What is Safety?

Isit someone with the title of safety inspector walking around saying
“Don’'t do this. Don’t do that. Wear your hard hat. Replace that machine
guard.”? Isthat safety? Does safety address danger and risk, or is it
protection from injury or damage?

Itisall these things, of course, but it is also agreat deal more.

Safety isaway of life--meaning that it is not something one should have to
stop and think about, but should be as familiar and about as automatic as
breathing.

To ensure the security that comes from making safety away of life, on and
off the job, we have to pay the price--which is cheap, compared to the
dividends. What'sthe price? It'sthe same as “how to get to Carnegie
Hall”, namely, practice, practice, practice. This meansthat until we have
made safety a part of everything we do, we need to force ourselves to think
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Ask the Safety Wiz

The Safety Wizard will answer your
guestions and concerns about the safety

program!

Dear Wiz: | don't seem to seemy

leadership out in the workplace very

often, what gives?
- Where'sWaldo

Dear Waldo: Certainly
today’ s leadershipis
extremely busy at managing
the challenging and evolving
missions, demanding
performance objectives, and
ever-shrinking budgets. As

how to make it an integral part of our jobsin such away that neither we nor
anyone else will suffer harm as aresult.

leaders, there is nothing they
do that is more important
than providing a safe and
healthful workplace for their
employees. How area
leadership feels about safety
influences how employees
will feel and execute safety
in their workplace. That's
why an active leadership
presence in the workplaceis
akey factor in being

We continue to think about safety whenever awork decision hasto be
made. We conscientiously observe the safety rules and consciously practice
the safe behavior we' ve learned. We wear the safety glasses, clean clutter
from the aisles, mop up spills promptly, and follow the procedure for the
job.

Once we have all paid the necessary price of practicing safety, we will all
share the dividend...a safe workplace inhabited by safe-working employees.
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Word of caution: on average, U.S.
hospitals treat 120 toilet seat-related
injuries every day.

The four most dangerous steps on staircases: the two at the top and the two
at the bottom.




